February 23, 1936 


What Parishes Elected Torok Bishop? 
(R.F.L.) 


In the Churchman of January 1, 1936 the Reverend Dr. Crosby asks 
several questions (p.4): 


"What was the official title of 'the group of foreign born 
Christians' who elected Dr. Torok as bishop? To what branch of the 
Orthodox Church did they belong? Were they a schismatic body, according 
to Orthodox canon law, or duly recognized and in communion with the 
Ecumenical Patriarch? 


No reply to the questions of Dr. Crosby has appeared in the Churchman. 
The Bishop of Eau Claire has answered Dr. Crosby directly. His reply to 
the above question (which was Number 8) follows: 


"Missionary Diocese of Pittsburgh of the Czechoslovak Church in 
America, at request of Bishop Gorazd of Czechoslovakia. For particulars of 
Czechoslovak Church, see address made by Gorazd at General Convention in 
Portland 1922 printed in Journal ef that year. Czechoslovak National 
Church at that time was made up of former Uniates. (This is not true.- 
R.F.L.) in communion with the Orthodox Church of Serbia. It was then an 
independent National Church (very independent -R.F.L.) since brought 
under direction of Serbian Orthodox. Not a schismatic body either in 
Czechoslovakia or America. 


It is interesting to learn thet Gorazd requested the election of Torok. 
Suxazi He would have made no such request had he had any doubt as to 
the sd gat of this missionary diocese and its component congregations. 
He must have been acquainted with the status of the priests who doubtless 
signed the certificate of election. Further question as to the 
ecclesiastical character of the electors would seem to be unnecessary. 


But it is Bishop Gorazd himself who makes us question the truth of 
Bishop Wilson's reply. Writing (Jan. 30, 1925) to the Rev. Dr. Burgess, 
Secretary (sic) of the National Council, he heads his letter, "Gorazd 
Pavlik, Bi shop of Olumouc, Czechoslovakia. "Why does he not style himself 
‘Sovereign Bishop of the Autocephalous Czechoslovakian National Church?' 
Olomouc is a very small part of eastern Czefhoslovakia., In the letter 
he says: 


he says: 


"As you will already know, I have separated myself from Dr. Farsky 
as I did not agree with his modernistic direction. This also caused 

a crisis in the Czechoslovakian parishes in America. I do not yet 

know how “ parishes will decide.(The crisis was then over six months 
old. - RaFelis . 


"What the Czechoslovakian parishes in America will do, I cannot say 
at the moment. 


"Although I do not wish to use any pressure on the Czechoslovakian 
arishes in America,... I hope that this part of the parishes (i.e. 
Phe parishes in America -R.F.L.) will recognize me as their bishop. 


"Should this be the case, I will empower the Right Reverend Bishop 
Torok to represent me in the bishop's functions in these ee. and I 
will also give him full power to solve the question of inter-communion 
definitely, if these parishes also agree to this." 


The letter from which these excerpts are taken is signed, "+ Gorazd, 
Bishop of Olomouc.” 


This is not the letter of a evsteae Bishop', as we have been 
asked to regard Gorazd. It is not the letter of a bishop who has re~ 
quested the Czechoslovakian parishes in America to elect Torok. It is 
not the better of a nereey o is acquainted with these parishes. On 

the other hand it is the letter of a bishop who has withdrawn from the 
Czechoslovak Church, who — he has a few followers in America. If 
Torok presented a certificate of election Im November 1924, why is Gorazd 
so filled with doubt in January 1925? Did the certificate perhaps con- 
tain names of Orthodox Russians and of Roman Hungarians? A Russian 
Orthodox priest accompanied Torok to Europe. 


Under date of January 28, 1925 Gorazd wrote to the "Presiding 
Bishop and Council,” describing himself as “Diocesan Bishop of the 
Czechoslovakian Orthodox in Olomouc” (not of the Orthodox Church in 
Czechoslovakia-R.F.L.). He refers to the crisis in the Czechoslovakian 
Church and adds, "The crisis ended by my formal separation from the 
leadership" (His small contingent of followers Raving first separated 
from him.e-R.F.L.). “of the Church in August 1924, and beginning to work 
independently" (But not canonically. He had no real status when this 
letter was written. The Serbian Synod had just advised him to submit 
to the Orthodox Archbishop of Prague.-R.F.L.). 


He continues: "This crisis has also seized the Czechoslovakian 
hg in Americas As far as I know the circumstances, I believe 
hat the majority of these parishes (There were very few.-R.F.L.) 


x 


will reject the modernistic-unitarian direction of Dr. Farsky (Head 
of the Czechoslovakian Church-R.F.L.)... and will continue to recognize 
me as their bishop.” 


The racial specialist on Czechoslovakian affairs, for our Church, was 
the late Rev. Robert Keating Smith, of Westfield, Mass. Gorazd knew this 
and therefore added: "I have given the Right Reverend Bishop Torok full 

ower to investigate, together with the Reverend Robert Keating Smith, 
the situation in the individual ee and, if there are any of them 
(Italics mine.-R.F.L.) which continue to recognize me as their bishop, 
in such parishes to take up his bishop's functions as my representative. 
But Keating Smith's contacts with the Czechoslovak priests and laymen 
in America had led him to fear Torok’ 


" 


From whom did the Bishop of Eau Claire get the reply to Dr. Crosby's 
Question Number Eight? 


The Czechoslovak parishes inAmerica, a scattered handful, did not 
revert to the Roman Communion, as Bishop Wilson has said. More especially, 
they did not return to Uniate status, for (despite Bishop Wilson) they had 
never been Uniates. 


The priest of the Czechoslovak Church in Johnstown, N. Y. wrote to 
Dr. Burgess on the 9th of March, 1925: 


"Yesterday the self elected bishop John Torok came to me with the 

story that, the salvation of our church being in the affiliation with the 
Episcopal Church, he is going to take us into his fatherly care, that his 
aim is to bring the Christian churches into organic union, and he being 
the only man through whom we could approach the Episcopal Church, as her 
only confidential agent, he desired my cooperation with his plan, saying 
that the majority of our congregations is with him already, and that through 
oe - shall receive certain financial advantages from the Episcopal 

urch. 


I write this to you, because he may approach you and your Church 
with a similar trick and tell you that we are all with him and will do 
nothing without him having in him an unbounded confidence. 


The fact is that he is quite impossible, and never could win any- 
body's confidence in our church. He is a sei fmade bishop.” . .... "Goming 
from a Jewish family he was Greek Catholic then Episcopal and now Greek 
Orthodox and besides a self elected bishop who would need to his con- 
secration a diocese and an income. So he turned his looks upon our 
congregations, thinking them an easy prey and is willing to take them 

into his (fatherly care', even if he cannot get them all. He will disrupt 
them fatherly. 


To prevent disruption we decided in our last conference to give 
Dr. Farsky and bishop Gorazd (a chance) to explain their creeds.” ..... 
"We never shall need J. Torok." "We should be better under the 


4 
jurisdiction of your bishops. We have had too many pretenders already." 


"In case you answer this letter, kindly let me know whether it be 
a fact that b. Torok has a Russian diocese with fourteen priests under 
his jurisdiction. 
Very sincerely yours, 


Huge Sebeste. 


This was written just when Torok failed to receive the second 
instalihent of his quarterly salary from the Serbian government. It was 
written by a priest favorable to Gorazd. By a priest who had sat as a 
member of the Czechoslovak Conference of Priests. He herr| never 
heard of the Czechoslovak Diocese of Pittsburgh. He explicitly calls 
Torok a self-elected bishop! And the reference to Russians is of real 
importancee There was an Orthodox Diocese of Hungarian Russians in 
Pittsbur h. It's administrator (there was a vacancy in the Episcopate) 
was the Russian Orthodox priest Yuhaz who accompanied Torok to Europe. 


It is clear that the Czechoslovak parishes in America, indepdndent 
of Rome, had never been requested zm by Gorazd to elect Torok and had 
never elected him on their own initiative. Bishop Wilson has been misled. 
By whom? 


On the 5th of June, 1925 I had a conference with three Czechoslovak 
eeeeere after which I drew up a memorandum for Dr. Emhardt, from which 
quote excerpts. 


"Three Czechoslovak gos called at our office this afternoon, 
Fathers Sebeste, Tokar and Tokosh.” 


"These three priests do not want to have anything to do with Torok.” 


"According to these men, they have nothing to do with Farsky.” 
"Kostka is the only Farsky man (in the entire group)." This is important, 
as it shows that the Czechoslovak independent parishes were at least not 
anti-Gorazd. 


"They tried to sound me on our attitude to Bishop Gorazd, especially 
as to what we thought of his action in consecrating Torok. I told them 
that I don't doubt that Gorazd acted in gs faith" (I do now.-R.F.L.), 
"but that surely Bishopg Weller of Fond du Lac was hardly in a position 
to appoint a suffragan for the diocese of Pittsburgh." 


The last phrase of my memorandum drawn up over ten years ago, 
refreshes my memory. Torok planned then to be suffragan under Bishop Mann. 


What parishes elected Torok as their bishop? Certainly not, as the 
bishop of Eau Claire says, the Missionary Diocese of Pittsburgh of the 
Czechoslovak Church in America, at the request of Bishop Gorazd. Some 
one has lied to Bishop Wilson. Torok tried to sell a vacant Orthodox 


diocese to Gorazd, without the knowledge of the Czechoslovak priests 
in America. 


One Russian Orthodoz ae who had many years before been 
a Uniate, hi adees Torok, namely Yuhaz. When Torok returned from 
Europe he officicated as bishop in Yuhez' parish. But as he did not 
speak the language of the peop e they ignored him. Later they, for 
financial reasons, returned to Rome. ‘Yuheaz Yuhaz is still an 


Orthodox priest, but definitely Torok's agent in his latest venture. 


